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TheOrder of the Fleur de Lyswas formed in 1439 by Rene d'Anjrom a group of
ScottishKnightsand_Men-at-Armswho had come to Frante fight the_Englistduring
the Hundred Years War

The Scots had fought throughout the conflict awel surprising regarding the size of
their nation. Victorious at the Battle of Baugiéd defeated at the Verneuib Grande
Armée Ecossaisead formed a major part of the Franco-Scottishmwachine during the
early 15thc. Many of their senior leaders beconfiegrs of Francand holding high
offices of state, such as the Earl of Buchad the Earl of Douglasvho were made High
Constable of Francand Duke of Touraineespectively.

The Scots wore the Fleur-de-Lga their left breast to show their allegiance tari€e.
They fought with Joan of Arand Rene d'Anjou at Orlearfsrom this group there
eventually emerged a number of companies of fighteth private and official, The
Scots Guard§Garde du Roi & Garde de Corps du Roi'), Bendarme$cossaisthe
Compagnie des Gentilhommes Ecossag also theJrdre du Lys'.

In 1439 Rene granted the order a badge afoss fleury charged with a single Fleur de
Lys The Order remained_a Mercen@yder and fighting force until approximately 1780
when the remaining troops were absorbed into thtesBror SwedishArmies, the order
becoming a charitable organizatimoking after the Widowand_Orphansf members.

In about 1840 the Earl of Eglington, then Soverégegand Commander, rewrote the
statutes transorming the order into a private Ood&hivalrywhich it remains.

Man-at-arms

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

* Learn more about citing Wikipedta

Jump to:_navigationsearch
This article is about the medieval term for a sefdiFor the Masters of the Universe
character, see Man-At-Arms

Man-at-arms (or sometimegarmsman) was a medieval term for a soldier, almost
always a professional. It was most often usedfer te men in a knight's or Losl
retinue who were well-equipped and well-trainedrifdeg from having memunder



arms—meaning to be trained in the use of axmMermsknightandman-at-armsare
often used interchangeably, but while all knighegainly were men-at-arms, not all
men-at-arms were knights.
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Due to the military hierarchy of medievaurope, and the importance of the knighthe
European Feudal systeprofessional soldiensere of great importance and social
significance. The military equipment of the timesAaghly expensive, and high-quality
wargear such as a mail haubegkresented a huge investment. Therefore a profeds
soldier who wore full metal gear to battle (incloglia_helmand_coij was a
representation of wealth and status. The moreeaelipped men a knight had in his
retinue, the better his local standing. Due toethéemic in-fighting and civil disruptions
of the 12th—14th Centuries, in the Hundred Yearat &id across the borderlands of
Scotlandand Walesmilitary status was incredibly important, and lcbassure the
survival of some families.

The next "step up" in the military hierarchy frohetman-at-arms was the serjeanman
of lesser rank and wealth to a knight, but with panable equipment and training.
Although the social structure of the Nornmsoctiety of Englanavas generally static, the
easiest manner for a man to attain social rankrmapdove his standing was through
military service, as the Norman states, unlike@G@aemanic ones, believed in knighting
men of common birth who demonstrated nobility andrage on the field. Although this
was rare, it was known, and therefore some memrag-avould advance socially to the
status of serjeants, and possibly knights if theifgymed a great notable deed and



received reward. The knighting of squigasd men-at-arms was sometimes done in an
ignoble manner, simply to increase the number ajlits within an army (such practice
was common during the Hundred Year's War).

The term was used during the Hundred Years' Weefey to men not of the higher
order, who fought either on horseback or on foahwiwordsand_armourA knight was
technically a man-at-arms, but a man-at-arms wésa kaight. In this way it was
understood that a "man-at-arms” was a man of tjleehiechelon of the military scale,
but neither of noble birth nor a knight himself. 8ys time, the term was only ever used
to refer to professional soldiers, usually of didedly higher order than archeos

Billmen and serving in roughly the same tactical roleraghs, differing only in legal
and social status. The term was phased out dumm@éth century

When used in allusion to a professional soldiea nregular armythe term is an honorary
denotation and could be considered unusual usage.



In some countries, such as France, the men-at{@ens d'armgsbecame a paramilitary
with police duties.

There, a military corps having such duties wag @ireated in 1337 and was placed under
the orders of the Constable of Fraricennétablg and therefore namexbnnétablie In

1626 after the abolition of the title of connétalilevas put under the command of the
Maréchal of Franceand renametMaréchaussédts main mission was protecting the
roads from highwaymen

Thegens d'armesvere originally heavy cavalry in the king's housldhthe equivalent of
the "Honourable Corps of Gentlemen at Atms 1720 thenaréchausséwas
subordinated to the gendarmeréter the French Revolutidghemaréchausséaas
abolished and the gendarmerie took over its durtidg91.
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